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School of GeoSciences

Calls: Royal Society University Research Fellowship and Early Independence: NERC Independent Research Fellowship 2026

Stage 1 Form

	Contact Details

	Title 
Full Name 
Email Address
Preferred form of Address (Pronouns, preference for middle name, etc.)
	



	Research Proposal

	Project Title

Please give the full title of your proposed project.

	

	Abstract

Plain text only (Maximum 400 words).

Provide a scientific summary of your proposed project. This should be a summary of your research proposal, briefly outlining the background and summarising the aims of your project.

	

	Lay Summary

Plain text only (Maximum 250 words)

Please provide a lay summary of your proposed project. This should be understandable by a lay person. You should explain why you have chosen to work in this subject area and what it is about your proposed research that you find particularly exciting, interesting or important. If relevant, please also explain the potential impact or wider benefits to society of your research.
Please be aware the Panel is experienced and composed of a broad range of experts who will not all be specialists in your specific area. Please bear this in mind when writing your summary for a non-specialist audience. Panel members place importance on this part of the application.
	

	Potential reviewers

Provide the name of at least 4 academics from the School of GeoSciences that could potentially review your application. 
	




	Applicant Career Summary

	Title of Current 
Position 

If not currently employed, type “N/A”
	

	Current Employer 
	

	Current Department 
	

	Country/Territory 
	

	Current Position Start Date 
	

	Current Position End Date  (If you do not have an end date, type “N/A”)
	

	Field of
Specialisation 
(Maximum 20 words)
	

	Summary of Your Current Research 
(Maximum 200 words)
	 

	Date of First Post-
Doctoral Research Position 
	

	PhD Award Date 
	



	PhD Institution 
	

	PhD Country/Territory 
	

	Personal Statement 

Plain text only (Maximum 500 words)
	


	Applicant Career History

Please provide a full list of your appointments since your PhD in a clear and concise reverse chronological order stating if part-time (and percentage part- time) when necessary. Please provide dates in the format of DD/MM/YYYY (days may be omitted if unknown). You are not required to include prizes and achievements in this section; this can be included in the Personal Statement field.

	



	Impact of Covid –19

If you feel your career was affected by the Covid-19 Pandemic, you can use this box to briefly explain how. 
	



	Applicant Qualifications 

Please list all your qualifications in reverse chronological order.







	


	List your Key and/or Relevant Publications

Plain text only (Maximum 1000 words)

Please provide details of authors, titles and references of up to 20 of your key preprints and publications in refereed journals, in reverse chronological order. You should include those outputs most relevant to the application to support your case.

Please note that publications will be reviewed on the basis of scientific content, rather than publication metrics or the identity of the journal.

Most significant publications - Please identify with asterisks (*) up to five publications which you consider to be most significant.

Your list should have three sections: (i) refereed papers in primary journals, (ii) contributions to symposia and compiled volumes (refereed only); and (iii) preprints.

For publications arising from large collaborative programmes clearly specify the exact role and contribution made towards large collaborative research programmes that have resulted in multi-authored publications.

If your field of research differs in any way from normal conventions, e.g. lead author, first author, and publications in journals being the main gauge of success, please provide a brief explanation at the top of your publication list.

If appropriate, give the publisher or where each publication may be obtained, providing a URL if available. Citations for preprints must state "Preprint", the repository name and the articles persistent identifier (e.g. DOI).


	


	Applicant Research Funding 

Please list all your current and previous research funding in reverse chronological order.

The depth of information you provide is up to you, but this will represent you under assessment and so it is worth including as much good evidence for your academic merit as possible and as appropriate for the funding for which you are applying.

Please give particulars (type of award, value and title of research) and if relevant confirm if these would continue if you were successful in securing this fellowship.

Please note here pending parallel fellowship applications and when you expect to be given a decision.

Plain text only


	




	Applicant capability to deliver 

Word limit: 1,650

Why are you the right individual to successfully deliver the proposed work?

What the assessors are looking for in your response. 
Evidence of how you have:
· the relevant experience (appropriate to career stage) to make best use of the benefits presented by this funding opportunity to develop your career
· the right balance of skills and aptitude to deliver the proposed work
· contributed to developing a positive research environment and wider community
· the appropriate team working or leadership skills (appropriate to career stage)
You may demonstrate elements of your responses in visual form if relevant. 

Use the R4RI format to showcase the range of relevant skills you have and how this will help to deliver the proposed work. You can include specific achievements and choose past contributions that best evidence your ability to deliver this work.
Complete this section using the following R4RI module headings. You should use each heading once, see the UKRI guidance on R4RI. You should consider how to balance your answer, and emphasise where appropriate the key skills you bring:
· contributions to the generation of new ideas, tools, methodologies, or knowledge
· the development of others and maintenance of effective working relationships
· contributions to the wider research and innovation community
· contributions to broader research or innovation, users and audiences, and towards wider societal benefit

	

	Additions (OPTIONAL) 

Provide any further details relevant to your application, that provide context to assist reviewers. This section is optional and can be up to 500 words. You should not use it to describe additional skills, experiences, or outputs, but you should use it to describe any factors that provide context for your career and the rest of your experience (for example, details of career breaks if you wish to disclose them).
	




